Removal of a thymoma via median sternotomy in a rabbit with recurrent appendicular neurofibrosarcoma.
A 9-year-old rabbit was evaluated for a mass on the right elbow. As a result of preoperative radiography, another mass was identified in the cranial portion of the mediastinum. Ultrasound guided fine needle aspiration was used for cytologic evaluation of the mass in the mediastinum and resulted in a presumptive diagnosis of thymoma. A median sternotomy approach was chosen to allow wide exposure for meticulous dissection in the cranial portion of the thoracic region. Histologic examination and immunoperoxidase labeling of lymphocytes with CD3 (a T cell marker) confirmed the diagnosis. The mass on the right elbow was subsequently removed and identified as a neurofibrosarcoma. Multiple appendicular masses that developed at separate locations and distinct times were excised and classified as locally invasive primary neurofibrosarcomas. Postmortem examination 9 months after initial evaluation confirmed recurrence of the neurofibrosarcoma at previous surgical sites. Gross or histologic evidence of thymoma was not evident. Prognosis is dismal for incompletely excised soft tissue sarcomas, because they are locally invasive and often recur.